
	  

	  

Parkwood	  Historic	  District	  
Designation	  Report	  

	  

	  
	  

	  

Prepared	  by	  the	  City	  of	  Decatur	  
DeKalb	  County	  GA	  
May	  30,	  2014	  



	  

2	  |	  P a g e 	  
	  

Decatur Historic District 
Nomination Form 

	  
Short Name of District 
Parkwood Historic District 
 

Location 
 

Describe in general terms the location of the district within the 
City: 

The proposed district is bounded by West Ponce de Leon Avenue, 
the railroad, East Lake Road and includes West Parkwood Road, 
East Parkwood Road, and 5 parcels on Parkwood Lane (insert).  It 
does not include: (insert) See attached map for proposed 
boundaries. 

List principle streets and features within and around the district: 

In addition to the above mentioned streets, the district includes 
Parkwood Park, a 3 acre stream park owned by the Parkwood 
Garden Club.  The entire neighborhood consists of 114 homes but 
only 62 are being included in the nomination at this time.  Its 
curvilinear streets with a full canopy hardwood trees are a 
hallmark of planned automobile communities that were 
constructed post WWII. 
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Reasons for Requesting Historic District Status 
 
Parkwood is one of the four “Ranch” communities in the City of 
Decatur (Westchester Hills, Chelsea Heights, and College 
Heights).  It is listed as a significant Ranch neighborhood in the 
“Single Family Residential Development in DeKalb County 1945-
1970” report completed by Georgia State University in 
cooperation with the GASHPO in 2010.  Only one portion of the 
Parkwood neighborhood has been in the city limits (annexed in 
1914).  The remainder of the neighborhood was located in 
unincorporated DeKalb County and considered part of the Druid 
Hills neighborhood. Parkwood is locally designated in 
unincorporated DeKalb County and wishes to retain the 
protections that are associated with local designation when they 
are annexed into Decatur.  

Nomination Prepared By: 

Regina Brewer, Preservation Planner 
City of Decatur, Planning Department 
P.O.B 220 
Decatur, GA 30031 
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Parkwood 

Description of Proposed District 

The area that comprises the proposed Parkwood Historic District 
includes a portion of East Ponce De Leon Avenue, East and West 
Parkwood Roads, Parkwood Lane, and one small parcel on Upland 
Road.  It also includes the 3 acre stream Parkwood Park, owned 
and maintained by the Parkwood Garden Club and one 
landscaped traffic island also maintained by the garden club.  The 
proposed district has 84 % contributing structures and the 
curvilinear streets still retain their character.  The period of 
development ranges from 1930-1960.  

Narrative Description 

Parkwood is located on the west side of Decatur and its period of 
development went from 1930-1960 with some infill in the 1970’s 
and 1980’s.  As stated in Single Family Residential Development 
in DeKalb County, “(Parkwood) boasts early examples of the “red 
brick Ranches” that came to dominate Georgia’s Ranch style.”  It 
further states that the neighborhood “is home to compact 
Ranches, L-shaped Ranches, and Linear Ranches.  Several of the 
red brick Ranches are in the Colonial Revival style with shutters, 
broken pediment entries, and front gables supported by white 
columns.”  Other significant elements include hipped rooflines, 
center chimneys, and carports. 

Other types and styles in Parkwood include American Small 
Houses, English Vernacular Revival, Split-Levels, and Georgian 
Style. 
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Parkwood Park 

In 1952, the Parkwood Garden Club (PGC) was established to 
ensure the maintenance and beautification of the Parkwood 
neighborhood.  At this time, the future 3 acre park was largely 
known as a “ravine” and was owned by Emory University through 
a deed given by Asa G. Candler, Inc.  The ravine was sold to the 
PGC for $1 in March 1971.  The same year the ravine became a 
DeKalb County Park and the PGC has maintained and made 
numerous improvements including the decorative wall along West 
Ponce De Leon Avenue in 1962. 

 

Condition 

The condition of the homes and the park are in largely very 
historic or nearly original condition and the neighborhood retains 
it’s character as it appeared in the 1950-1960’s with the trees and 
landscape materials having matured. 

 

Number of Properties 

A total of 62 parcels are identified to be included in the district. 
All structures are single family homes with no commercial or retail 
buildings.  There are only 2 vacant lots. 

Non-Contributing Properties 

Of the 8 non-contributing properties (less than 50 years old), they 
are from the 1970’s, 80’s and 90’s. 
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Boundaries of District 

Maps 

See Appendix A 

Photographs 

See Appendix B 

 

Sources of Information 

DeKalb History Center Archives 

City of Decatur Archives 

Single Family Residential Development: DeKalb County, Georgia, 
1945-1970.  Georgia State University, Heritage Preservation 
Program. 

Parkwood Garden Club, www.parkwoodgardenclub.com 

Sanborn Maps, DeKalb County GA, Volume 4, 1929 (revised 
1941+). 

“Parkwood Neighborhood’s Unique Development History”, Times 
of DeKalb, Volume 2, Issue 3. 2008. 
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Appendix A-Maps 
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Sanborn	  Maps,	  Volume	  4,	  1929,	  City	  
of	  Decatur	  Archives	  

Sanborn	  Maps,	  DeKalb	  County,	  GA	  
Volume	  4,	  1929,	  revised	  1941+,	  

	  City	  of	  Decatur	  Archives	  
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Sanborn	  Maps,	  Volume	  4,	  DeKalb	  
County,	  GA,	  1929,	  Revised	  1941+,	  
page	  769	  
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Proposed	  Boundaries	  of	  District	  showing	  Contributing,	  Non-‐contributing,	  and	  Vacant	  
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Appendix B Photographs 

             

 

                     

Parkwood	  Park,	  2014,	  photographs	  by	  Regina	  Brewer	  
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Entrance	  to	  East	  and	  West	  Parkwood	  
Road,	  1952.	  

Parkwood	  Garden	  Club	  1952	  
Scrapbook;	  Parkwood	  Garden	  Club,	  
DeKalb	  History	  Center	  Archives	  
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Floor	  plan	  and	  image	  of	  154	  E.	  
Parkwood	  Road.	  
Parkwood	  Garden	  Club	  1952	  
Scrapbook;	  Parkwood	  Garden	  Club,	  
DeKalb	  History	  Center	  Archives	  

Photo	  by	  Zack	  Ray,	  2014	   Photo	  by	  Regina	  Brewer,	  2014	  
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Newspaper	  clipping	  from	  DeKalb	  New	  Era,	  April	  17,	  1958.	  
	  

Parkwood	  Garden	  Club	  1960-‐61	  Scrapbook;	  Parkwood	  Garden	  Club,	  
	  DeKalb	  History	  Center	  

168	  East	  Parkwood,	  2014.	  Photo	  by	  Regina	  Brewer	  
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284	  W.	  Parkwood,	  photo	  by	  Zack	  Ray	  2014	   374	  W.	  Parkwood,	  Photo	  by	  Zack	  Ray	  2014	  

W.	  Parkwood	  curvilinear	  streets,	  photo	  by	  Zack	  Ray	  2014	  
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177	  E.	  Parkwood,	  photo	  by	  Zack	  Ray	  2014	  

Maple	  tree	  at	  207	  E.	  Parkwood	  Rd.	  
Photo	  by	  Zack	  Ray,	  2014.	  

127	  Parkwood	  Lane.	  Photo	  by	  Zack	  Ray	  2014.	  
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Parkwood	  Park,	  photo	  by	  Zack	  Ray	  2014	  

198	  E.	  Parkwood	  steps	  and	  retaining	  wall,	  photo	  by	  Zack	  Ray	  2014	  
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430	  W.	  Parkwood,	  photo	  by	  Zack	  Ray	  2014	  
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Parkwood’ s Unique Development History 
By Melissa Forgey, Executive Director 
DeKalb History Center 
(originally published in Times of DeKalb, Summer 2008) 
 

The Parkwood Neighborhood, located on the edge of Decatur, is an 
unusual suburb for Decatur and Atlanta. It includes: Upland Road, East 
Parkwood Road, West Parkwood Road and Parkwood Lane. Some houses 
on West Ponce de Leon were also developed at the same time. 
 

The Parkwood Neighborhood was part of the original Druid Hills plan, but 
the streets originally had a different layout. The redesigned streets were 
probably built by 1928. Overall, this neighborhood reflects the Olmsted 
design principles. The neighborhood straddles a creek and ravine and it 
includes fairly large and randomly sized lots, some of which are very deep. 
On East Parkwood Road and part of Upland Road, the houses back up to 
the Lenox Place Neighborhood which has a traditional layout of small lots 
and grid-iron streets.  Although the neighborhood was platted as a whole, 
the easternmost portion is in Decatur with the remainder in DeKalb County. 
Decatur annexed its portion of the Parkwood Neighborhood in 1914. This 
was part of a much larger annexation which included Lenox Place and 
crossed the railroad to take in a significant part of Oakhurst. The DeKalb 
County portion is part of the Druid Hills Local Historic district. The 
neighborhood was designed as an early suburb; built in response to 
changes brought about by the automobile. As Americans began their love 
affair with the car, automobile suburbs sprang up on the peripheries of 
cities. Newly developed neighborhoods looked different from their 
predecessors: streets became curvilinear; lots became bigger to 
accommodate the car, driveway and perhaps a garage; and houses were 
set back further from the streets. By the mid 1920s, Ponce de Leon was 
one of the main automobile routes between Atlanta and Decatur, making 
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Parkwood ideal for residents of both cities and DeKalb was already 
becoming a “bedroom community” for Atlanta. 

Five houses from the mid 1920s building period are located on 
Upland Road. But housing construction nearly stopped in Decatur, 
and across the country, with the economic downturn of 
the Great Depression. Although it was ready for development, 
Parkwood was nearly vacant from the 1920s through the 1940s; 
but the large lots made it ripe for the housing boom that followed 
World War II. 
 
By 1949, the Parkwood Neighborhood had approximately nine 
houses. 35 houses were added to the existing neighborhood in 
1950, with 43 added by the end on 1952 before development 
slowed. In less than ten years, the area went from nine to a 
total of ninety-one single family homes. What had occurred 
was a housing boom that paralleled the 1920s (prior to the 
crash). Economic circumstances and government assistance 
with housing for returning veterans helped to fuel the boom. 
World War II ended in 1945. By 1946, 10 million men and 
women were discharged from the armed forces and housing 
was scarce everywhere. The Federal Housing Administration, created in 
1934, instituted a 10% down, 25-year mortgage. This made 
homeownership possible for many people who were previously shut-out of 
the mortgage market. Another major change was the creation 
of a Veterans’ Mortgage Guarantee program that allowed veterans 
to borrow 100% value of a new home without a down payment. 
 

 The houses built in Parkwood, following national trends, were what the 
market demanded. They are small and efficient, made with mass-produced 
materials, low ceilings, modern floor plans and large back yards. Across the 
nation, this new building boom often resulted in modern house styles as 
well, but in the south, the architectural preference was for what people 



	  

21	  |	  P a g e 	  
	  

considered to be “Classical” rather than contemporary. 
 

The predominant house types in the neighborhood are the American 
Small House (1935 – 1955) and the Inline Ranch(1935 – 1975). 
Georgia’s Historic Preservation Division has just released a document 
that defines the American Small House. Called various names in the 
past, the state office has identified this house type which fits between 
the Bungalow and the Ranch in terms of construction dates. 
 
The American Small House is a small single-family home, built in large 
numbers, all across the state from the mid 1930s 
to the early 1950s. It is compact, one-story and tightly massed. 
They usually contain 4 - 6 major rooms plus bathrooms and 
closets and usually do not have hallways. The houses may include small 
porches, stoops, dormers or garages. They may have an identifiable 
architectural style or be very plain.  The American Small House occurred as 
infill in older neighbor- hoods where other architectural styles 
predominated. They were also commonly built as entire neighborhoods by 
themselves, or they may be mixed in with later development including 
Ranch and Split level houses — this is seen in the Parkwood Neighborhood. 
The Inline Ranch house is typically one-story with a long low-pitched roof.  
The emphasis is on the horizon and this can be reinforced with bands of 
windows. Many feature a large picture window in the living room. It 
offered a modern open plan with informal living spaces. They often include 
an outdoor living space and an attached garage or carport .  
 
The change between the American Small House and the Ranch Houses was 
to a great degree one of size. The Small House was usually on a small lot 
and about 1,000 square feet. Ranches tend to be located on larger lots, 
and began increasing in size with the overall economic prosperity of the 
country. The landscaping for this neighborhood bridges the divide between 
the 1920s and 1950s, but clearly reflects the 1950s.Natural characteristics 
of the sites were not retained. The lots feature large grassy lawns, with 
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distinctive beds placed around prominent trees, and foundation plantings. 
This type of landscaping was common in the 1950s, when most neighbors 
tried to outdo each other with their lush green, well-trimmed lawns. 
The front yard served as the public space, while the back yards were 
usually separated with fences or hedges. In the back, out- door living with 
a patio or deck was almost a requirement, and might feature a grill. Cars 
were also factored into the landscaping with curving paved driveways 
leading to a garage or carport. 
 
This neighborhood is not on the National Register of Historic Places, but 
may be eligible as most of the houses are more than 50 years old. It is 
significant because it reflects modern history, including early city planning, 
the Depression, World War II and post-war prosperity. The American 
Small House and the Ranch show historic development patterns across the 
country, and having a distinct place in American history. 
 


